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The Secondary Language Link Screening Tool is an online assessment used by secondary schools to 

identify pupils aged 11-14 at risk of difficulty understanding language. This tool is used by your child’s 

school to screen the understanding of language required for learning. The screening tool is 

standardised, which means it has been tested on hundreds of pupils across England and Wales.   

Pupils’ results can be compared to other pupils the same age to decide if support is needed.   

The screening tool examines pupils’ understanding of the sort of language they need for learning and to 

follow conversation with friends. It is completed on a computer and takes approximately 45 minutes.  

Pupils can complete the screen as part of a group. There is no requirement for reading or writing as all 

questions are spoken. The Secondary Language Link package allows schools to retest pupils yearly to 

track progress from year 7 to year 9. 

Following the screen, the school receives a report for each pupil screened, detailing strengths and 

weaknesses in understanding language. The screen identifies pupils with possible Speech, Language 

and/or Communication needs. 

Early identification of difficulties understanding language is important to ensure pupils reach their full 

potential both academically and socially.  

 

 

Following the screening, the school will know how an individual pupil’s performance compares to other 

pupils the same age in the following areas of language understanding: 

Understanding language that supports learning: 

Understanding the meaning of words important to learning which describe time or space (e.g. 

before, after, until) or other words that describe choices (e.g. instead, either, unless, otherwise)? 

Understanding how the word order of a sentence changes the meaning 

                                 The man who the policeman followed was hiding behind the trees.  
                                                                               OR 
                                 The man followed the policeman who was hiding behind the trees. 
 

Understanding spoken instructions used in the classroom 
 
                   Collect your book from the filing cabinet beside the door after you log off the computer. 
 

Listening, making sense of and remembering explanations 

 

What is Secondary Language Link? 

What sort of information does the screening tell the school about my child? 
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Understanding language that supports socialising: 

      Understanding the meaning of language used in conversation  

e.g. sarcasm or words with more than one meaning- important in understanding jokes  

 

Reading between the lines’ to understand information that is ‘suggested’ but not stated 

directly.  

e.g. It would be nice if there was some room for me to sit down....really means Please move over 

 

 

 

 

Following the screen, the school can access advice and support to meet the needs of pupils identified 

as having difficulty understanding language. Depending on the results of the screen, your child may be 

involved in a small language group delivered by the school (called Talk Fitness). In some cases, the 

school may receive advice and suggestions for ways of adjusting teaching to better support your child’s 

learning across the curriculum.  

If your child’s results are well below average for their age, the school are advised to discuss the results 

with you and in some cases to discuss the results with the school’s local Speech and Language 

Therapy Service or Specialist Teaching Service. 

Information about the language and communication skills expected of secondary school age pupils is 

available in a separate document which the school can provide. For further information or to discuss 

your child’s results, please contact the schools Secondary Language Link Co-ordinator. 
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How will the information obtained from the screening help my child? 

Useful websites and further reading: 
 
Talkingpoint.org.uk available at http://www.talkingpoint.org.uk/parents     
 
The Communication Trust. Universally Speaking: The ages and stages of young people’s 
communication development from 11 to 18. Available from www.Thecommunicationtrust.org.uk 
 
The Communication Trust. Speech, Language and Communication Information for Secondary 
Schools. Available from www.Thecommunicationtrust.org.uk 
 

http://www.talkingpoint.org.uk/parents

