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Message from Mrs E Hearn, Vice Principal SMCC 
 
Dear student, 
 
There are a number of important issues you have to consider as you come towards the end of Key Stage 
3.  You will soon embark on a range of two-year courses leading to public examinations at GCSE level or 
Level 2 equivalents, which will in turn prepare you for the next step in your ‘Learning Pathway’.  This may 
be going on to further Level 1/2 studies, ‘A’ levels or other Level 3 courses at college, or perhaps 
employment with training opportunities, known as apprenticeships.  
 

You need to be fully informed before making any decisions and our ‘Learning Pathways’ Options 
Information Booklet is the next stage in this process.  Within this document, you will find information on 
all of the subjects that are available to you in Key Stage 4 at SMCC.  At the top of each subject page, you 
will find a link to a video that the Head of Department or lead teacher has put together for you with more 
information about the course. Please take the time to read the information and watch the videos before 
you make your options choices, to ensure they are right for you. 
 

This is the first major opportunity that you have had to make choices around the subjects you study, 
although there is not complete freedom when making these choices. There is a compulsory element of 
study, some subjects must come from the EBacc portfolio and there are restrictions as to how many 
vocational subjects can be taken.  It is vital that you consider your options carefully and objectively.  Do 
not be influenced by the choices of your friends or whether you like or dislike particular teachers.  You 
must make positive decisions that will ensure you are able to continue on your desired ‘Learning 
Pathway’. 
 

As you embark on your chosen courses, we would also encourage you to consider developing a wider 
range of skills that will further enhance your future prospects.  Covid restrictions may limit these 
opportunities for the time being, but as and when you are safely able, these may include: 

• Negotiating a Work Experience placement and gaining real experience of the world of work 

• Becoming a member of a school/local team, or taking up a sport that interests you 

• Taking an interest in music and the Arts, join a theatre group or choir, or learn to play an instrument 

• Joining Young Farmers, Army Cadets, Air Cadets or St. John's Ambulance 

• Getting a part time job / Saturday job (but limit the hours) or take up some voluntary work 

• Aiming to become a Prefect and other leadership roles or responsibilities within school 

Aspire to achieve your best in your chosen subjects, aim high and take the initiative in developing your 
personal, as well as, academic skills. 
 

In two years’ time you will be making choices again.  At that time we want to be satisfied that you have 
achieved your full potential and that you are well equipped to proceed to the next stage of your ‘Learning 
Pathway’. 
 

Sincere best wishes 
 

 

 
Mrs E Hearn, Vice Principal SMCC 
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Key dates in   

Our Learning Pathways Options Process 2022-24 

Learning Pathways Options 
Information Released 

11th January 2022 

Year 9 Options Assembly and release of the Options 
Booklet.  A chance for pupils and parents/carers to 
discover more about the Learning Pathways Options 
Process. This booklet contains useful background 
information about the process, as well as information 
about compulsory and option subjects.  This is 
supported throughout with links to videos from our 
staff, providing further details. 

Learning Pathways Straw 
Poll collection 

Deadline Wednesday 26th 
January 2022 

Once you have read the information within this 
booklet, watched the videos by following the links, 
and made decisions around which subjects you wish 
to pursue into KS4, you need to complete the 
Microsoft Form Straw Poll form via the link here by 
Wednesday 26th January 2022.  The results from this 
straw poll enable us to draw up option blocks that 
meet the needs of our learners whilst meeting 
statutory guidelines and staffing restrictions. It is 
essential that every student completes this form by 
the deadline. 

Learning Pathways Option 
Blocks published 

February 

The option blocks arrived at from the results of the 
straw poll are published. The majority of pupils will 
find that their preferences are met, however some 
pupils will need to consider having reserve choices. 

Learning Pathways Option 
Block review period 

March 

Pupils who have difficulty matching their preferences 
to the option blocks can meet with Mrs Hearn or Mr 
Lewis to discuss the issues and receive advice. 

FINAL Learning Pathways 
Option Blocks published 

March 

All pupils and parents/carers will receive the final 
option blocks from which their final selections are 
made.  

 
 

Confirmation of choices 
April ~ May 

All pupils and parents/carers will receive a 
confirmation letter of their final choices as 
notification and to check for administrational errors. 
These are the final choices and it is not envisaged that 
these will be altered unless there are exceptional 
circumstances that dictate a change. The deadline for 
changes will be the second week of the autumn term 
(mid Sept). 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=cM9HaANkukSQgbHDSTGdgQrS0MB1Fc1MsNoOMV3z671UNUlGSkkyMjlDNENPTjEyTUFQTlVKWjFOSi4u
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Making Choices  
Dear Parent/Carer, 
We fully understand that this is a confusing 
and potentially stressful time for our 
students. It is the first chance in their 
educational career that they have been 
able to make major choices about what 
they study, making decisions that could 
affect their educational and career 
pathway. Unless they have a specific and 
firm focus about their futures then the 
sensible advice is to keep their choices as 
BROAD as possible, do not narrow the 

pathway too much at this stage. For example, it is likely that colleges, universities and 
employers will look favourably on students who have achieved the EBacc, which 
encourages pupils to study a range of subjects and become educationally ‘well rounded’. 
To achieve the EBacc you need a grade 5 or better in Mathematics, English, Science (two 
from the double or separate route), History or Geography and a Language. 
 
Advice for students 
Make your choices for the right reasons: 
• Research the courses 

• Speak to a careers advisor 

• Consider subjects you enjoy and that stimulate you 

• Speak to older students about the subjects you are considering 

• Think about the subject combinations and potential workload issues 

• Consider your ability in a subject, are you capable of studying it at examination level 

• Speak to your teachers 

• Keep your options BROAD; you will narrow your pathway more, later in your 

education 

DO NOT choose subjects just because: 
• your friends are doing it 

• you like that teacher 

REMEMBER we decide who teaches a group and which students are in those groups; 
friendship is not a factor we consider. 
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The English Baccalaureate explained 
The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is designed to recognise 
achievement in a range of subjects. It is not a qualification in 
its own right; however, it is an indication of a ‘well rounded’ 
student.  
 

To achieve the EBacc you need a grade 5 or better in: 
• GCSE Mathematics 

• GCSE English Language or Literature 

• GCSE Science (double award or two x separate sciences) 

• GCSE History or Geography  

• GCSE French or German  

It is likely that colleges, universities and employers will look favourably on students who 
have achieved the EBacc.  Our Straw Poll and the subsequent option blocks will allow 
students to maximise their chances of achieving the EBacc. 
 

What we need from you 
You need to complete the Learning Pathways Straw Poll form via the link to a Microsoft 
Form here.  This must be completed by Wednesday 26th January 2022. 
 

 
 
Do your research thoroughly and complete the form carefully.  Make sure you read all of 
the information in the form so that you are choosing the right combination of subjects 
(including at least one EBacc subject).  Make sure your parents/carers read the form and 
know the subjects you are selecting.  
 
If you have any difficulties completing this form, please email your tutor, Mrs Beesly, 
Mrs Hearn or Mrs Preston who will help you through the process. 
  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=cM9HaANkukSQgbHDSTGdgQrS0MB1Fc1MsNoOMV3z671UNUlGSkkyMjlDNENPTjEyTUFQTlVKWjFOSi4u
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Compulsory Subjects 
Core EBacc Subjects 

 
 
 
 
 

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE    
GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE 
GCSE  MATHEMATICS 
GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE 
GCSE SEPARATE SCIENCES - BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY AND PHYSICS    
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE 8700 

Examination Board: AQA 
 
Assessments 
 
All texts in the examination will be previously unseen.   
 

Paper 1: Explorations in 
Creative Reading and Writing 
 

Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints 
and Perspectives 
 

Non – examination 
Assessment:  Spoken Language 
 

What’s assessed 
Section A: Reading 
•   one literature fiction text 
 
Section B: Writing 
•  descriptive or narrative writing 
 

What’s assessed 
Section A: Reading 
•   one non-fiction text and one 

literary non-fiction text 
 
Section B: Writing 
•  writing to present a viewpoint 
 

What’s assessed 

• presenting 

• responding to questions and 

feedback 

• use of Standard English 

Assessed 
•   written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
•   80 marks 
•   50% of GCSE 
 

Assessed 
•   written exam: 1 hour 45        

minutes 
•   80 marks 
•   50% of GCSE 
 

Assessed 
•   teacher set throughout course 
• marked by teacher 

Separate endorsement (0% weighting 
of GCSE) 
 

Questions 
Reading (40 marks) (25%) 
- one single text 
•  1 short form question (1 x 4 marks) 
•  2 longer form questions (2 x 8 

marks) 
•  1 extended question (1 x 20 marks) 
 
Writing (40 marks) (25%) 
•  1 extended writing question (24 
marks for content, 16 marks for 
technical accuracy) 

Questions 
Reading (40 marks) (25%) 
- two linked texts 
•  1 short form question (1 x 4 marks) 
•  2 longer form questions (1 x 8, 1 x 

12 marks) 
•  1 extended question (1 x 16 marks) 
 
Writing (40 marks) (25%) 
•  1 extended writing question (24 
marks for content, 16 marks for 
technical accuracy) 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE 8702 

Examination Board: AQA 
 
Assessments 
 
All assessments are closed book: any stimulus materials required will be provided as part of the assessment. 
 
All assessments are compulsory 
 

Paper 1:  Shakespeare and the 19th – century 
novel 
 

Paper 2:  Modern texts and poetry 
 

What’s assessed 
•   Shakespeare  
     Macbeth 
• The 19thcentury novel 

A Christmas Carol 

What’s assessed 
•   Modern texts 
An Inspector Calls 
•  Poetry 
Power and Conflict anthology cluster 
• Unseen poetry 

How it’s assessed 
•   written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
•   64 marks 
•   40% of GCSE 
 

How it’s assessed 
•   written exam: 2 hours 15 minutes 
•   96 marks 
•   60% of GCSE 
 

Questions 
 
Section A Shakespeare:  Students will answer one question 
on Macbeth.  They will be required to write in detail about 
an extract from the play and then to write about the play 
as a whole. 
 
Section B The 19-century novel:  Students will answer one 
question on A Christmas Carol.  They will be required to 
write in detail about an extract from the novel and then to 
write about the novel as a whole. 
 
 

Questions 
 
Section A Modern texts: Students will answer one essay 
question from a choice of two on An Inspector Calls. 
 
Section B Poetry: Students will answer one comparative 
question on one named poem printed on the paper and 
one other poem from their Power and Conflict anthology 
cluster. 
 
Section C Unseen poetry: Students will answer one 
question on one unseen poem and one question 
comparing this poem with a second unseen poem. 
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GCSE MATHEMATICS 

Examination Board: EDEXCEL (1MA1)  

 
The skills, knowledge and understanding of the course build directly upon the work taught throughout Key Stage 
3.  The course includes the Mathematics of Number, Ratio and proportion, Algebra, Shape and Space and 
Handling Data. 
 
There are two tiers of entry for the GCSE that cover the upper and lower tiers in the National Curriculum for 
Maths at KS4. 
 
The Higher GCSE Tier follows the programmes of study as laid out in the upper tier of the National Curriculum for 
Mathematics.  Grades that are available from this tier are 4-9, but we recommend students who are targeting a 5 
or below study for the Foundation exams.  
 
The Foundation GCSE Tier follows the programmes of study as laid out in the lower tier of the National 
Curriculum for Mathematics.  Grades that are available from this tier are 1-5. Please note that the GCSE grades 
have changed from previous years and are no longer the familiar ‘letter’ system of old. Broadly speaking, an A* is 
now a grade 8 and a C grade is 4. 
 
The assessment of the GCSE is as follows: 

 

Time Exam % of Final Grade 

Yr 10 Summer term 2x exam style paper covering all topics studied to date. N/A 

Yr 11 Autumn term Full GCSE Mock exam – 3x 1 ½ hour papers, two of which 
allow the use of a calculator 

N/A 

Yr 11 Spring term Full GCSE Mock exam – 3x 1 ½ hour papers, two of which 
allow the use of a calculator 

N/A 

Yr 11 Summer term GCSE 100% 

 
 

 
All pupils must be equipped each lesson with a ruler, protractor, compasses, scientific calculator and suitable 
pens and pencils. 
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SCIENCE 
It is compulsory for all students to study Science and for most, this will be Combined Science which is a double 
award.  For other students that have a higher Expected Attainment Pathway (EAP), the Separate Science route 
may be a more suitable option.  Science staff will discuss this further with individual students in terms of which 
course they would be better suited to. More guidance and a comparison of the two courses is available on our 
options video. 

 
GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE 
Examination Board: AQA 8464 
 
This course is designed to equip students with the skills and understanding to help them become scientifically 
literate citizens. It will also provide a route of progression to science A levels. The course will contain a large 
amount of practical work and will cover the 24 topics shown below. The GCSE will be assessed by six written 
exams at the end of the course, each of 1 hour and 15 minutes duration. 
 

Biology 
 

Chemistry 
 

Physics 
 

1. Cell biology 

2. Organisation 

3. Infection and response 

4. Bioenergetics 

5. Homeostasis and 

response 

6. Inheritance, variation 

and evolution 

7. Ecology 
 

8. Atomic structure and 

the periodic table 

9. Bonding, structure, and 

the properties of matter 

10. Quantitative chemistry 

11. Chemical changes 

12. Energy changes 

13. The rate and extent of 

chemical change 

14. Organic chemistry 

15. Chemical analysis 

16. Chemistry of the 

atmosphere 

17. Using resources 
 

18. Forces 

19. Energy 

20. Waves 

21. Electricity 

22. Magnetism and 

electromagnetism 

23. Particle model of 

matter 

24. Atomic structure 
 

 
 

SEPARATE SCIENCE GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry and Physics  
Examination Board: AQA 8461, 8462 and 8463 
 
This course will result in three separate GCSEs being awarded in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. All the topics of 
the Combined Science GCSE will be covered but with increased content. Lessons will deal with all three sciences 
in more detail and will suit those who may wish to pursue science at post-16 and degree level.  It will be 
particularly useful for those wishing to study medicine or veterinary science.  Each GCSE will be assessed by two 
written exams at the end of the course, each of 1 hour and 45 minutes duration.  Students should be working 
comfortably at a grade 6 or higher in science in order to opt for this route.   
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CORE PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
PSCHE/SMSC/BRITISH VALUES 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

ANCILLARY SUBJECTS – NON-EXAMINED 

 

CORE PHYSICAL EDUCATION & SPORT 

All pupils in years 10 and 11 are required to take part in PE as part of the National Curriculum. There will be some 
element of choice in which activities pupils undertake; we strive to promote enjoyment and participation for the 
benefits it has on physical, emotional and social health. 
 
Pupils will follow blocks of work. They are encouraged to apply and extend skills previously learned and are 
introduced to increasingly advanced techniques (including coaching and officiating). They are guided to develop 
an increased knowledge and understanding in each activity, and all students are encouraged to make informed 
choices about leading a healthy and active lifestyle. 

 
Students continue to have access to fantastic opportunities such as Ten Tors, the Duke of Edinburgh award and 
our other extra-curricular activities 
 

 
SOCIAL, MORAL, SPIRITUAL & CULTURAL EDUCATION (SMSC) 
PERSONAL, SOCIAL, CITIZENSHIP & HEALTH EDUCATION (PSCHE) 
BRITISH VALUES 
 
These compulsory elements of the curriculum will be delivered through a combination of timetabled lessons in 
Year 10, registration and assembly times, collapsed timetable days and other whole school activities throughout 
the two years. 
 
Students will study a range of areas to promote their awareness and personal development, enabling them to 
become responsible, safe and considerate citizens offering a positive contribution to society.  Topics of study will 
include relationships and sex education, health and wellbeing (physical, emotional and social), living in the wider 
world, careers, and British Values. 
 
 

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

Religious Studies is a compulsory area of study at Key Stage 4 for all students.   
 
This supports the work we do in PSCHE and SMSC to make our students more ‘rounded’ citizens with an increased 
awareness and understanding of different religious and cultural perspectives in society. 
 
Some students may wish to study this subject beyond the compulsory element and choose it as one of their 
examination options at GCSE.  Further details of this course are provided later in this booklet. 
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GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE 
GCSE FRENCH 
GCSE GEOGRAPHY 
GCSE GERMAN 
GCSE HISTORY 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE (Link to information video here) 

Examination Board : OCR Cambridge  
 
OCR’s GCSE (9–1) specification in Computer Science encourages learners to be inspired, and challenged through 
completing a coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study. The specification will help learners to gain an 
insight into related sectors. It will prepare learners to make informed decisions about further learning 
opportunities and career choices 
 
Course objectives 
The aims and learning outcomes of the OCR’s GCSE (9–1) in Computer Science are to enable learners to: 
 

• understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of Computer Science, including 
abstraction, decomposition, logic, algorithms, and data representation 

 

• analyse problems in computational terms through practical experience of solving such problems, 
including designing, writing and debugging programs   
 

• think creatively, innovatively, analytically, logically and critically  
 

• understand the components that make up digital systems, and how they communicate with one another 
and with other systems 

 

• understand the impacts of digital technology to the individual and to wider society 
 

• apply mathematical skills relevant to Computer Science. 
 
The Computer Science GCSE examination course followed in key stage four is provided by the OCR syllabus J277. 
The Computer Science GCSE provided by OCR is now part of the English Baccalaureate. 

Assessment consists of two papers, one focusing on the theory of Computer Science and one with a focus on 
programming and algorithms. Both papers have identical weighting and mark allocations. 

Assessment is by means of 2 terminal exams. 

 

Content Overview Assessment 
Overview 

• Computer systems   

• Systems Architecture Memory 

• Storage  

• Wired and wireless networks 

• Network topologies, protocols and layers   

• System security  

• System software  

• Ethical, legal, cultural and environmental 
concerns   

Computer systems (01)   

80 marks   

1 hour and 30 minutes  

Written paper  

(no calculators allowed)   

50% of total 
GCSE  

 

https://youtu.be/1zzzxZQP-t0
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• Computational thinking, algorithms and 
programming   

• Algorithms*  

•  Programming techniques  

•  Producing robust programs   

• Computational logic Translators and 
facilities of languages 

•  Data representation  

Computational thinking, 
algorithms and 
programming (02)  

80 marks 

  1 hour and 30 minutes   

Written paper   

(no calculators allowed)  

 

50% of total 
GCSE   

 

 

PLEASE NOTE: The specification has recently changed to the new J277 configuration.  It is suitable for young people 

who want to explore and investigate how computers work, and how they are used. You are most likely to enjoy 

the subject if you have a real interest in how computers work and if you are a logical thinker and enjoy problem 

solving. The course is open to students of all abilities. However, students opting for this subject will need to meet 

the requirements of the examinations, and also to show a commitment and a willingness to learn. 
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FRENCH (Link to information video here) 

Examination Board: EDEXCEL 
 
We follow the EDEXCEL exam board to teach the skills and content for the course. The course is mapped out over 
five years to allow students to be in the best place to tackle examinations. We use the Studio course books which 
match well to EDEXCEL. Lessons are delivered using Active Learn, which has a wide skill base and relevant exam-
style questions. There are many opportunities for independent study to boost skills, as well as collaborative 
learning sessions to enhance knowledge. 
 
Exams are taken in Year 11 but teachers will provide examples from past papers to help develop understanding 
of tasks.  There is a mock speaking test in January of year 11 to support and develop speaking skills.  
 
Study includes the following themes: Identity and culture; local area, holiday and travel; school; future 
aspirations, study and work; international and global dimensions. 
 
All assessment is under exam conditions for listening, speaking, reading and writing skills and you will be entered 
for either the foundation tier for all papers or the higher tier for all papers.  You will no longer be able to mix the 
tiers. 
 
The Listening Paper – 35 mins for Foundation and 45 for Higher. 
You will be given 5 minutes before the recording to read through the questions. 
Section A questions will be in English and section B in French. 
 
The Speaking Assessment – 7-9 mins preparation time for Foundation and 10-12 mins for Higher 
A role-play, a conversation about a photo card and a general conversation on a topic you’ve studied. 
 
The Reading Paper – 45 mins for Foundation and 60 for Higher 
Section A – questions in English, section B - questions in French and section C - translation from French into 
English. 
 
The Writing Paper – 60 mins for Foundation and 75 mins for Higher 
This consists of writing a message, a continuous passage, a translation into English and a longer continuous 
passage, depending on which tier you take. 

  

https://youtu.be/WRE8sT8bxfU
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GEOGRAPHY (Link to information video here) 

Examination Board: AQA  
GCSE GEOGRAPHY – What on Earth is that about?? 

 
Geography stimulates a sense of wonder about the World around us. 
 
If you have ever wanted to know What? When? Why? Who? and Where? then Geography if for you so read on… 
The course is open to all students of all abilities. However, if you are opting for this subject you will need to meet 
the requirements of the examinations and also show a commitment and a willingness to learn. 
 
Geography is a fast paced and varied GCSE subject and we follow the AQA GCSE Specification. 

 
The AQA Specification involves the following components: 
 
Paper 1 (35%): Living with the Physical Environment. 
Section A: Challenges of Natural Hazards (including tectonic hazards, weather and climate) 
Section B: Physical Landscapes of the UK (including coasts and rivers) 
Section C: Living World (including ecosystems, rainforests and deserts) 
 
Paper 2 (35%): Challenges in the Human Environment. 
Including: Urban issues and challenges, changing economic world, resource management (food, water, energy) 
 
Paper3 (30%): Geographical Application 
Including: Evaluation of a topical geographical issue, fieldwork skills and interaction 
 
Geography is a challenging academic GCSE which is very much valued by employers, colleges and universities. 
The SMCC Geography results are consistently among the best in the College and the department work hard to 
ensure that the content remains topical and relevant to all. 
Successful GCSE Geography students ask and answer questions using a combination of literacy, numeracy, 
graphicacy and ICT skills. 
Geography is undoubtedly becoming a more wide-ranging GCSE and the new specification covers a dynamic and 
topical range of content.  
Fieldwork remains an important component and students can expect to conduct at least two pieces of 
contrasting fieldwork to transfer skills and understanding from the classroom into the world outside. 
 

 
  

https://youtu.be/t1qu9_7f9u0
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GERMAN (Link to information video here) 

Examination Board: EDEXCEL 
 
We follow the EDEXCEL exam board to teach the skills and content for the course. The course is mapped out over 
five years to allow students to be in the best place to tackle examinations. We use the Stimmt course books, 
which match well to EDEXCEL. Lessons are delivered using Active Learn, which has a wide skill base and relevant 
exam-style questions. There are many opportunities for independent study to boost skills, as well as 
collaborative learning sessions to enhance knowledge. 

 
Exams are taken in Year 11 but teachers will provide examples from past papers to help develop understanding 
of tasks.  There is a mock speaking test in January of year 11 to support and develop speaking skills.  
 
Study includes the following themes: Identity and culture; local area, holiday and travel; school; future 
aspirations, study and work; international and global dimensions. 
 
All assessment is under exam conditions for listening, speaking, reading and writing skills and you will be entered 
for either the foundation tier for all papers or the higher tier for all papers.  You will no longer be able to mix the 
tiers. 
 
The Listening Paper – 35 mins for Foundation and 45 for Higher 
You will be given 5 minutes before the recording to read through the questions.  
Section A questions will be in English and section B in German.  
  
The Speaking Assessment – 7-9 mins preparation time for Foundation and 10-12 mins for Higher  
A role-play, a conversation about a photo card and a general conversation on a topic you’ve studied.  
  
The Reading Paper – 45 mins for Foundation and 60 for Higher  
Section A – questions in English, section B - questions in German and section C - translation from German into 
English.  
  
The Writing Paper – 60 mins for Foundation and 75 mins for Higher  
This consists of writing a message, a continuous passage, a translation into English and a longer continuous 
passage, depending on which tier you take.  

  

https://youtu.be/WRE8sT8bxfU
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HISTORY (Link to information video here) 

Exam Board: Edexcel: Specification Number: GCSE (9-1) History (1H10) 
 

Aims of the subject at GCSE 
This course gives students opportunities to: 

• acquire knowledge and understanding of selected periods and aspects of history 

• explore the significance of historical events, people, changes and issues 

• use historical sources critically in their context, recording significant information and reaching conclusions 

• develop understanding of how the past has been represented and interpreted 

• organise and communicate their knowledge and understanding of history 

• draw conclusions and appreciate that historical judgements are liable to reassessment in the light of new 
or reinterpreted evidence. 

 
The topics you will study over the 2-year course are: 

• A period study: Superpower relations 1945-1991 

• A Thematic study: Medicine in Britain 1250- present day 

• A historic environment: The British sector of the Western Front,1914-1918: injuries treatment and 

trenches 

• A modern depth study: Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939  

• British Depth Study: The Early Elizabeth 1 1558-1588 

 
Examination 
There are 3 examination papers of between 1hour 15 minutes and 1hour 45 minutes where you will be tested on 
a range of skills from inference to historical analysis.  

 
Controlled assessment/ coursework 
There is no controlled assessment or coursework. All assessment is based on exams at the end of year 11 
 
Homework 
Homework will be set on a weekly basis. It will usually be comprised of an extension to classwork or standalone 
tasks such as practice exam questions. 

  

https://youtu.be/NgMYbkW_A7U
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Enhanced  

subjects - Options 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GCSE ART & DESIGN 
GCSE DRAMA 
RSL MUSIC ROCK SCHOOL 
GCSE PHILOSOPHY & BELIEFS 
BTEC SPORT 
WJEC HOSPITALITY & CATERING 
BTEC HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 
BTEC ENGINEERING 
BTEC ANIMAL CARE 
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ART AND DESIGN (Link to information video here) 

Examination Board: AQA 
 
This specification consists of two units of work: 
 
Unit 1 A portfolio of work. 
Controlled Assessment  - 60% 
 
Unit 2  Externally set task 
Controlled Assessment under supervision (10 hours) - 40% 
 
Students will be issued an exam paper, usually in January, and will spend up to eight weeks planning for a final 
piece, which is produced during the 10 hours controlled test. 
 
The course allows you the freedom to explore the following aspects;- 

- Fine art; 
- Graphic communication; 
- Textile design; 
- Three-dimensional design; 
- Photography. 

You will be expected to integrate critical, practical and theoretical study within the relevant areas of your work, 
recording your ideas and thoughts carefully at all times.  Most of this reflective and critical work will be recorded 
in your sketchbooks, as you have become accustomed in years seven to nine. 
 
The portfolio requires some self-discipline in managing your own time to ensure that all work is completed and 
assembled together in a coherent form in preparation for the assessment deadlines.  Three dimensional work has 
to be completed to an exhibition standard and careful thought given to the nature and style of the construction 
and materials used. 
 
The GCSE Art course prepares students for progressing to A/AS level Art, which in turn can take the student onto 
degree courses and beyond. Art degrees lead onto a wide range of careers in media, fashion, design etc, etc. 
 
 
 
 
  

https://youtu.be/FY4VOADNoB8
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DRAMA (Link to information video here) 

Examination Board:  AQA  
 
Assessment Pattern 
The GCSE Drama qualification is split into three separate parts called components: 
 Component 1: Understanding drama 
 Component 2: Devising drama (practical + written) 
 Component 3: Texts in practice (practical) 

 
Coursework Information 
Component One:  

• Written exam 1 hour 45 minutes; 3 sections : Theatre roles and terminology; Study of set texts; Live 
theatre production 

• Open book 

• 80 marks; 40% of GCSE 
Component Two: 

• Devising log (60 marks) Pupils record of study 2500 words  

• Devised performance (20 marks) 

• 80 marks; 40% of GCSE; moderated by AQA 
Component Three: 

• Performance of two extracts of a play (different to Component One).  

• 25 marks each, 50 marks in total; 20% of GCSE 

• Pupils may contribute as a performer or a designer. Options for designers are: 
Lighting; sound; set; costume and puppet. 

 
All students devise drama. 
All students explore texts practically and work on two text-based performances. 
Students can choose to develop as a: 
• performer 
• designer (lighting, sound, set, costume, puppets) 
• performer and designer. 
Whichever option they choose, students can be sure to gather many invaluable skills, both 
theatrical and transferable, to expand their horizons. 
 
This specification ensures continuity for students progressing from GCSE Drama to AS and A-level Drama and 
Theatre. 
 
To succeed in Drama, pupils must have self-confidence, self-discipline, and imagination.  They must be 
comfortable with performance, as it is an integral part of the course 
 
  

https://youtu.be/82B1ZrxeKSg


 
 

 24 

South Molton Community College 
Courses 2022-2024 

RSL MUSIC ROCK SCHOOL (Link to information video here) 
  
Examination Board: RSL Level 2 in Performance/Technology for Music Practitioners   
  

Music Practitioners Qualifications are vocational, unit based qualifications which offer students the choice to 
learn a diverse range of music industry skills. Students are given the opportunity choose between a qualification 
in performance or in technology and composition.  
  
Who are they for?  
Music Practitioners Qualifications offer the opportunity to gain skills and knowledge in key music industry 
disciplines and can be valuable to students of any age. If a student has interest in performing, song writing, music 
production or the business side of the industry these are the qualifications for them.   
  
How are they delivered and assessed?  
Students are assessed using RSL’s extensive unit specifications to teach and assess specific musical disciplines. 
Assessment is conducted by teaching staff and then moderated by RSL’s team of moderators.   
For RSL Level 2 in Performance for Music Practitioners, students study units including musical knowledge, live 
music performance and instrumental study.   
For RSL Level 2 in Technology and Composition, students study units including musical knowledge, music 
sequencing and production, and music composition. 
  
What are they worth?  
All RSL’s Music Practitioner qualifications are accredited by Ofqual, the Qualifications Regulator for England. RSL 
Level 2 in Performance/Technology for Music Practitioners are categorised as being equivalent to a GCSE by the 
Department for Education.   
  
Where can they take me?   
RSL’s Level 2 Music Practitioners Qualifications can help you become a more skilled and knowledgeable musician, 
a more astute entrepreneur or a highly capable producer. They allow learners to progress to Higher Education, 
into the Industry or on to further specialised qualifications. There is a natural progression for studying RSL Level 3 
Music Practitioners Qualifications at Petroc, which is equivalent to an A level.   

  

https://youtu.be/KB0s-9o9V7s
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PHILOSOPHY & BELIEFS (Link to information video here) 
 
Examination Board: AQA Religious Studies A  
  
Our GCSE covers a range of the major world religions, contemporary ethical themes and textual studies, 

ensuring students have a diverse choice of intriguing subjects to explore. Students will be challenged with 

questions about belief, values, meaning, purpose and truth, enabling them to develop their own attitudes 

towards religious issues. Students will also gain an appreciation of how religion, philosophy and ethics 

form the basis of our culture. They will develop analytical and critical thinking skills, the ability to work 

with abstract ideas, leadership and research skills. All these skills will help prepare them for further study. 

 
Subject Content  
 

Component 1 Component 2 

What's assessed? 
Beliefs, teachings and practices of two 
religions:  
• Christianity  
• Islam  

What's assessed?  
• Religion and life. 
• Religion, peace and conflict. • Religion, 
crime and punishment.  
• Religion, human rights and social justice. 

How it's assessed?  
• Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes  
• 96 marks, plus 6 marks for spelling, 
punctuation and grammar (SPaG)  
• 50% of GCSE 

How it's assessed?  
• Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes  
• 96 marks, plus 3 marks for spelling, 
punctuation and grammar (SPaG)  
• 50% of GCSE 

 
  

https://youtu.be/Q2raF9HcU5o
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BTEC Tech Award in Sport (Link to information video here) 

Examination Board: Edexcel/Pearson  
 

This qualification enables learners to develop sector-specific skills such as sport analysis and sports 
leadership, and personal skills such as communication, planning, time management and teamwork, 
through a practical and skills-based approach to learning and assessment. 
 
Content Overview  
Component 1: Preparing Participants to Take Part in Sport and Physical Activity 
Learners will explore the different types and provision of sport and physical activity available for different 
types of participants, barriers to participation and ways to overcome these barriers to increase 
participation in sport and physical activity. They will also research equipment and technological advances 
in a chosen sport or physical activity and how to prepare our bodies for participation in sport and physical 
activity.  
Component 2: Taking Part and Improving Other Participants Sporting Performance 
Learners will investigate the components of fitness and their effect on performance, take part in practical 
sport, explore the role of officials in sport and learn to apply methods and sporting drills to improve other 
participants’ sporting performance.  
Component 3: Developing Fitness to Improve Other Participants’ Performance in Sport and Physical 
Activity 
Learners will be introduced to and develop, an understanding of the importance of fitness and the 
different types of fitness for performance in sport and physical activity. They will also develop an 
understanding of the body and fitness testing. 
 
Successful completion of this course opens up progression to A Levels or the study of a vocational 
qualification at Level 3, such as a BTEC National in Sport or a BTEC National in Sport and Exercise Science. 

Assessment overview

 

https://youtu.be/azUKGxl5jvs


 
 

 27 

South Molton Community College 
Courses 2022-2024 

WJEC AWARD IN HOSPITALITY & CATERING (Link to information video here) 

Examination Board: Eduqas 
 
WJEC Level 1 / 2 Vocational Awards enable learners to gain knowledge, understanding and skills relating to a 
specific vocational sector. In addition to development sector specific knowledge and understanding, these 
qualifications also support learners to develop the essential employability skills that are valued by employers, 
further and higher education.   
WJEC Level 1/2 Vocational Awards:  

• are designed primarily for 14-16 year old learners in a school environment  

• include an element of external assessment through either a written exam or controlled assignment   

• are graded L1 Pass, L2 Pass, L2 Merit, L2 Distinction, L2 Distinction* 

The hospitality and catering sector includes all businesses that provide food, beverages, and/or accommodation 
services. This includes restaurants, hotels, pubs and bars.  It also includes airlines, tourist attractions, hospitals 
and sports venues; businesses where hospitality and catering is not their primary service but is increasingly 
important to their success.  According to the British Hospitality Association, hospitality and catering is Britain’s 
fourth largest industry and accounts for around 10% of the total workforce.  Since 2010, over 25% of all new jobs 
have been within the hospitality and catering sector with the majority of new roles falling within the 18-24 age 
group, according to a report by People 1st. 
 
Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering Industry 
Aim and purpose  
The applied purpose of the unit is for learners to use their knowledge and understanding of the hospitality and 
catering industry in order to propose new hospitality and catering provision to meet specific needs. 
In this unit, you will learn about the different types of providers within the hospitality and catering industry, the 
legislation that needs to be adhered to and the personal safety of all of those involved in the business, whether 
staff or customers.  You will learn about the operation of hospitality and catering establishments and the factors 
affecting their success. The knowledge and understanding you gain will enable you to respond to issues relating 
to all factors within the hospitality and catering section and provide you with the ability to propose a new 
provision that could be opened in a given location to benefit the owner and the local community. 
 
Unit 2: 
The applied purpose of the unit is for learners to safely plan, prepare, cook and present nutritional dishes. 
In this unit you will gain knowledge of the nutritional needs of a range of client groups in order for you to plan 
nutritional dishes to go on a menu. You will learn and develop safe and hygienic food preparation, cooking and 
finishing skills required to produce nutritional dishes. 
 
Assessment pattern: 
 
Unit 1 is externally examined through a written paper of 1hr 30minutes and counts for 40% of the overall mark. 
 
Unit 2 is internally assessed, and then externally verified, through an assignment brief and a practical 
assessment. This counts for 60% of the overall mark. 
You will be expected to work to given deadlines and ensure that all work is presented as stated on the 
assignment brief. Wherever possible work must be presented as an electronic file to enable accurate records and 
details to be kept. 
 

https://youtu.be/p0awPtYskwM
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BTEC HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE (Link to information video here) 

Examination Board:  Edexcel/Pearson  
Qualification Title:  BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Health and Social Care  
  
This course has been developed to provide an engaging introduction to the health and social care sector.  It aims 
to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills on which students can build at a later date, through further 
education or employment.  The course consists of three components:  
  
Component 1: Human Lifespan Development  

• Human growth and development across life stages  
• Impact of factors on growth and development through the life stages  
• Impact of life events on growth and development 
• How individuals adapt to life events 

  
Component 2: Health and Social Care Services and Values  

• How health and care services work together to meet the needs of an individual 
• Barriers an individual could face when accessing services in health or social care 
• How health care professionals demonstrate skills, attributes and values when delivering care 
• How the skills, attributes and values of care professionals can help an individual overcome obstacles 

  
Component 3: Health and Well-being  

• Factors affecting health and well-being  
• Physiological indicators  
• Lifestyle indicators  
• Strategies for improving the health of an individual  
• Obstacles individuals may face when trying to improve their health 

  
Assessment Pattern  
Components 1 and 2 will be internally assessed through a series of short assignments.  Students will be expected 
to work to given deadlines and ensure that all work is presented as stated on the assignment briefs.  Component 
3 builds on the knowledge and understanding of the previous components and will be assessed externally 
through an exam type task set by the exam board.  Students will be given case studies and will assess an 
individual’s health and well-being.     
  
Grades are awarded based on a points system for each component which combine and convert to the following 
grade classifications:  
  
Level 2 Distinction*  
Level 2 Distinction  
Level 2 Merit  
Level 2 Pass  
Level 1 Distinction  
Level 1 Merit  
Level 1 Pass  
 
 
  

https://youtu.be/Hk4ecS11DuM
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BTEC ENGINEERING (Link to information video here) 

Examination Board:  Edexcel/Pearson  
Qualification Title:  BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Engineering  
 
Students are offered the chance to develop their knowledge and practical skills following their Engineering 
experiences in year nine within this course that leads to the Level 1/ Level 2 Tech Award in Engineering.    
This new specification consists of three units of work:  
Unit 1: Exploring Engineering Sectors and Design Applications,  
Unit 2: Investigating an Engineering Product, and  
Unit 3: Responding to an Engineering Brief. 

 
In addition to these students will be required to study and become familiar with a wider range of materials, 
processes and industrial practice for the externally set examination.  The second compulsory unit of work 
requires students to dismantle, examine and analyse component parts of an engineered product that they will be 
given.  They will then produce coursework in the form of written analysis, diagrams and annotation. 
 
The course will be delivered through a practical approach wherever possible but students must realise that they 
will be required to provide evidence of their work in written assignments as well.  Students will be required to 
plan the manufacture of and safely reproduce/inspect/test a given engineered component. 
 
Over the coming months and years, the DT Department are looking to engage more with our strong industry 
links. If/when Covid restrictions ease, we hope to initiate industry visits. We also offer extra-curricular 3D CAD 
initiatives to help Engineering students fast-track their 3D CAD skills. We are a well-equipped DT Department 
which is able to utilise both ‘new’ and ‘old’ manufacturing capabilities such as traditional Milling and Centre 
Lathe machining, through to Laser cutting and 3D printing. We use a range of industry-standard 3D CAD 
packages. These initiatives have been kick-started with our links to Rolls-Royce (aviation) through their 
Schools Prize for Science and Technology.  
 
Potential Engineering students should:  

• Have a keen interest in engineering related activities 

• Enjoy practical activities 

• Be able to interpret working drawings and have good observational skills 

• Be willing to produce written assignments which are well researched 

• Want to move onto a related career or into further education to study engineering 

• Be capable of working to a deadline 

• Enjoy Maths and Science. 
 
It is important that students selecting this preference appreciate the need for a high standard of commitment 
and a willingness to adhere to all health and safety requirements in the workshops at all times. 
 
Grades are awarded based on a points system for each component which combine and convert to the following 
grade classifications:  
Level 2 Distinction*  
Level 2 Distinction  
Level 2 Merit  
Level 2 Pass  
Level 1 Distinction  
Level 1 Merit  
Level 1 Pass  

https://youtu.be/1scZTph37NA
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BTEC Tech Award in ANIMAL CARE (Link to information video here) 
Exam Board Edexcel/Pearson 
Qualification BTEC Tech Award Level 1/Level 2 in Animal Care  
 
The Animal Care BTEC Tech Award prepares learners to work in animal care in a range of commercial 
and non-commercial contexts and across a wide range of different types of animal (smaller/companion 
animals, reptiles, birds, invertebrates and if possible, larger/livestock animals), considering a broad 
range of factors involved in the care of animals including: appropriate handling and restraint according 
to size, age, temperament, behaviour, reason for handling and hazards; the five welfare needs; 
accommodation design, safety and hygiene; signs of health, stress and illness, causes, transmission and 
prevention of disease, and animal legislation. Throughout the Tech Award pupils will learn theory while 
also developing sector-specific practical skills, using equipment and techniques appropriate to the 
animal and environment – cleaning and bedding materials, PPE etc – within realistic vocational 
contexts. 
Pupils need to be willing to work independently. They must also be calm around a wide variety of 
animals and not be afraid of getting dirty. Handling of animals is part of the course and so students with 
allergies should consider carefully whether it is for them. 
 
The BTEC Tech Award in Animal Care is made up of three components: 
Component 1: Animal Handling  
Pupils develop their animal handling skills and gain an understanding of the principles of animal 
behaviour, enabling them to handle and restrain animals safely. 
 
Component 2: Animal Housing and Accommodation  
Pupils develop their understanding of the accommodation and housing requirements of animals by 
carrying out the preparation, checking and cleaning out of animal accommodation. 
 
Component 3: Animal Health and Welfare  
Pupils develop their understanding of how looking after animals’ wellbeing helps maintain their 
strength and vigour, as well as exploring how animals are used in society and how they are protected by 
legislation 
 
Assessment: 
Components 1 and 2 are assessed through non-exam internal assessment. The non-exam internal 
assessment are delivered through Pearson set assignments. The assignments are different every year, 
and must be completed in school following strict guidelines by Pearson.  
Component 3 is assessed by an externally set exam sat under full exam conditions, this is the main 
synoptic assessment for the qualification. Component 3 builds directly on Components 1 and 2 and 
enables learning to be brought together and applied to realistic contexts. 
Grades are awarded based on a points system for each component which combine and convert to the 
following grade classifications:  
Level 1   
Level 2 Pass  
Level 2 Merit  
Level 2 Distinction   
Level 2 Distinction* 

https://youtu.be/nQbUXwdtnaI
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Year 9 

Learning Pathways 
Options Booklet 

 
Non-accredited Subjects 

 
This option should only be considered by students that may find it 

difficult to access four GCSE/vocational qualification subjects.  This 
subject does not count towards the Progress 8 measure. 

 If you feel this course is suited to you, it is important that you speak 
with Mrs Hearn or before completing your options form. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ASDAN CoPE Award  
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ASDAN Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (CoPE)  
 

The Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (CoPE) is a nationally recognised qualification. The qualification 

offers imaginative ways of accrediting young people's activities. 

Students will produce a portfolio of evidence to demonstrate their achievements across 12 challenges. 

The challenges are linked to a range of topic that include: 

• Communication 

• Citizenship and community 

• Sport and leisure 

• Independent living 

• The environment 

• Vocational preparation 

• Health and fitness 

• Work-related learning and enterprise 

• Science and technology 

• International links 

• Expressive arts 

• Beliefs and values; 

Students must also demonstrate competence at in the six CoPE skills units: 

• Introduction to Working with Others 

• Introduction to Improving own Learning and Performance 

• Introduction to Problem Solving 

• Planning and Carrying out a Piece of Research 

• Communication through Discussion 

• Planning and Giving an Oral Presentation 

 


