
 

Principal’s Report 
As we enter the Christmas term it is a good time to 

take stock of the first half term of the 2021-22 

academic year.  

Students have settled into their new timetable, the 

hiccups experienced with the canteen have been 

ironed out, clubs and activities have been 

relaunched and, as hoped, a real sense of purpose 

is back.  

Once again, I would like to thank you for your 

continued support with the COVID measures we 

have in place; regular hand washing, mask wearing 

and the all important Lateral Flow Testing. We saw 

case numbers rise before the half term break and 

staff absence was a big concern, so we added some 

additional safety measures and everyone adopted 

these without issue.  

We were a little disappointed that only around 50% 

of students took up the offer of a ‘COVID jab’, this 

was in many cases due to the short deadline 

imposed by the NHS, hopefully more students will 

be able to take up the vaccination ‘drop in’ sessions 

highlighted later in this newsletter. 

There have been several new initiatives launched at 

the start of this term and many are featured in this 

newsletter. Some things we learnt through our 

COVID reorganisation have also become part and 

parcel of school life and are here to stay. 

We are working hard with the students to rectify 

any lost time in their education as a result of the 

pandemic with our ‘Back on Track’ initiatives. 

Academic, Pastoral and Social aspects all feature in 

the programme, with a focus on those students 

who have been affected the most. 

We are looking forward to 

a busy vibrant term in the 

lead up to Christmas. 
 

Wishing you well, keep safe. 
  

Mr DJ Lewis, Principal 

This summer Charlie completed a course of surf 

therapy with ‘The Wave Club’ a fantastic charity 

supporting children with special needs and mental 

health problems. He now remains in their surf club 

where he can participate every month. At his best he 

caught 31 waves in one session and he managed to 

stand at his first lesson. 

Most of the staff are volunteers so if there are any 

keen surfer students this may be something to which 

they would like to offer their support.  

‘The Wave Project’ may be able to support other 

children too! https://www.waveproject.co.uk/ 

SMCC ~ Random Act of Kindness  
Joseph was nominated for supporting his friend 

through a very tricky time. He was patient and calm 

and stayed with his friend until a resolution was 

found.  

We are very proud of Joseph for showing such 

kindness.  It is a quality that we regard highly at 

SMCC and promote amongst our students and staff.  

Joe is pictured here with Mr Lewis and Mrs 

Evans who nominated him for the award. 
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Erica did it!!  

She is the British Reining 13 and under Champion.  

After a few 2nds, she and ‘Skeets’ pulled it out of the 

bag to win their last class at the British Reining 

Championships.   

We're also keeping fingers crossed that they will be 

the level 1 champions at the end of the year too. 

Principal’s Student of the Week – October 2021  

Daisy for the help and support she offered a fellow 

student during a first aid incident. Daisy was able to 

reassure the unwell student and was extremely 

helpful to the first aid staff.   

Violet, nominated by Mrs White, showed a huge 

amount of kindness, empathy, and maturity in 

support of others. Her help was gratefully received 

by, not only the student, but by several members of 

staff.   

Paige & Beth, nominated by Mrs Finney, they 

selflessly help without being asked and always have 

a smile on their faces. They are a credit to 

themselves, their tutor group, their house & their 

parents.   

Technology GURU of the week  
Caitlyn in Year 9 has impressed Mrs Rosenbaum with 

her cooking skills, patience, ability to complete tasks 

on time and then offer her services to other pupils 

who need her help and support.  

She also thinks outside the box by asking relevant 

questions using the correct technical language.  

Below is a photograph of her latest creation, 

although she was not completely happy with it! 
We continue to request the wearing of face 

coverings in communal areas, this applies to 

students, staff and visitors. 

 

 

 
 

In relation to introducing the use of face coverings:  

• Reasonable exemptions on medical grounds are 

still allowed.  

• Students, staff and visitors may, if they wish, wear 

a face covering in other areas (for example 

classrooms).  

• The guidance already recommends the use of face 

coverings on home to school transport. 

Earlier this month Beth 

competed at the National 

Holstein Show 

representing Devon.  

Beth qualified for this a 

couple of months ago. She 

came away with 3rd out of 

20 in her showmanship 

class. 



 

Author Visits: As part of the Appledore Book 

Festival Schools Programme, we welcomed two 

authors to SMCC.  

Andy Mulligan met a group of 

year 8 students to talk about 

his novel Trash, a book they 

had all read in their English 

lessons at the end of year 7.  

Andy spoke about his travels 

to the Philippines where he 

was compelled to write the 

novel, and the people he met 

there who were the real-life 

inspiration for his characters.  

It was an enlightening and 

emotional presentation. 

Karen McCombie also visited 

us and worked with a group 

of year 7 students.  She 

talked about writing to create 

suspense in her books and 

encouraged students to write 

their own scary stories.  We 

had some outstanding work 

from our students who were 

keen to share their work with 

Karen and the rest of the 

group. 

Lit Quiz: October also saw the second round of 

the Literary Quiz as part of the SMCC House Cup.   

Round 1 was based on jobs and occupations in 

children’s literature, round 2 a picture quiz about 

literary dogs and round 3 clothes in children’s 

stories and books. 

1st Falcon  2nd Kestrel  3rd Eagle 

4th Osprey  5th Harrier 

Scarefest 2021 

On Tuesday the 19th of October 

the school as we know it 

disappeared. It was transformed 

into a much older school building 

which had been the scene of a fire, 

much worse was that some of the 

attending students had been 

trapped in this fire.  

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the SLT staff were invited 

to experience the year 11 and 10 

GCSE drama groups telling the 

story of this fire and the students 

who had died in it. The tour guide, 

who was the estate agent, took the 

group of staff around the school as 

if they were potential buyers of the 

building.  

The estate agent was unaware of the real horrors 

going on in this building though, as each room told a 

different story of a group of students who were 

trapped and their thoughts around who started the 

fire. Although we had some set-backs, like not being 

able to show our performances to the public, I think 

I can speak for everyone when I say we all had fun.  

I would like to thank 

all the staff who 

helped make this 

happen for us.  

 

Particular thanks to 

Mrs Mercer our 

drama teacher who 

led us through the 

production and Ms 

Timms and Mr Rogers 

for their support. 

Flo Miller, year 11, reporting 

Gracie, year 10, drew these 

beautiful portraits as part 

of a series of drawings 

which she challenged 

herself to do. I'm sure you 

will agree that they are 

very impressive; they 

definitely showcase 

Gracie's flair for art.  

October Artist of the Week 



 

 

 

 

  

LIBRARY NEWS 

The first half term of this academic year has been very 

busy with lots going on to promote reading for 

pleasure across the school.   
 

 

Our SM*RT reading programme goes from strength to 

strength and feedback from students and staff has 

been excellent. 
  
 

At the beginning of September all students in Year 7 

had the opportunity to celebrate starting secondary 

school by choosing a brand-new book to keep as part 

of the scheme Bookbuzz which is  run by the charity 

Book Trust.  Students could choose one of the 

seventeen books on offer, with a selection to suit all 

tastes.  We are eagerly awaiting their delivery later 

this term.  

As reported earlier the visiting author linked to the 

Appledore Book Festival gave some inspiring talks. The 

Lit Quiz was also a great success. 
 

 

Finally, as we approach half term, we have just 

launched our Readathon to raise money for the 

charity Read For Good, who provide brand new books 

for children in hospitals across the country.  The 

Readathon will run for three weeks so please do 

sponsor our pupils – you can sponsor them per book, 

page or minute read – it’s entirely up to you.  

Sponsorship couldn’t be easier as you can do so 

online, and this event is a perfect way for our students 

to helps others, as well as themselves, by reading for 

pleasure. 

Maple, our 

school dog, is 

working towards her 

silver good citizen 

award and is in 

training sessions 

every month.  

She is learning how to meet and greet everyone 

politely, and she really loves people, so this is 

challenging for her. She is very well trained to a 

clicker, and her recall is excellent. She excels at the 

“counting game” and the “watch” cue.  Before she 

graduates, she will need to prove that she can work 

as effectively with her trainer as she does with Mrs 

Twyble, and she will need to demonstrate that she 

can settle for longer on her settle mat. 

A few messages 

from two lovely 

people.   

 

Jon Courtney (Winner of BGT 

2020) has sent some lovely 

words and also Lex Gibbon 

wanted to give a big shout out to 

all those that missed her at 

school.  

https://youtu.be/Jpm75FFTQjI 

Lex was amazing and spoke to all the students about 

the importance of Mental Health and issues that may 

affect our mental health.   

Lex delivered the best 

performance, and we are really 

pleased she was able to share her 

talent and her experiences. At 

only 16 years old , she was an 

amazing role model and 

inspiration to students.   

https://youtu.be/o_kGKG_3S0c 
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‘The Best School Day Ever!’ quote 

SMCC D&T Dept visited Kings Nympton Primary 

School  to excavate dinosaurs and introduce the 

world of 3D Design. This is backed by Rolls-Royce 

through their Science and Technology in Schools 

competition in which our D&T dept is a finalist. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The students had the chance to design 3D models 

on the computers that allowed them to 3D print 

their own LEGO key ring. SMCC D&T took a couple 

of their 3D printers with them, these were bought 

with funding from the Rolls-Royce competition.  

The printing filaments were 

donated by a company called 

Filamentive who use recycled 

filaments and are able to offer a more sustainable 

option to printing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The primary students are now able to use the 3D 

programme at home and have their designs printed 

remotely at SMCC. This was the process that SMCC 

Technology Department were able to develop (with 

the help of Rolls-Royce) during the last lockdown 

and subsequent remote learning. 

Mr Hedges, Mr Blacker and ‘Team DT’ are looking at 

ways in which to promote more 3D CAD and 

learning over the coming months. The hope is to be 

able to visit all of South Molton Community 

College’s feeder-primary schools to give students a 

taste of the cutting-edge technology that is available 

at Secondary School and is being supported by 

industry giants. 

Remembrance and Our Memorial Stone 

Mrs Beesly organised the installation of a ‘Memorial 

Stone’ in the school memorial garden.  We were able 

to have it beautifully dedicated by the Rev Michael 

Grandy. Our thanks go to Peter from Vyse Quarry who 

donated the fantastic stone, Mr Mervyn Way from M 

Way and Son organised the transport alongside 

Andrew from Kas Cranes. Alan Dart and his team 

ensured that the stone was safely installed and Mr 

Blacker from our facilities team mounted the 

beautiful brass plaque on the stone.  

A true community venture! 

In attendance were students from year 11, Beth,  

Aimee and Eowyn and from year 7, JR and Rosie, who 

laid a poppy wreath on behalf of the school.  

A fitting tribute to 'Those from our community who 

have served in conflicts'. 

Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for 

tomorrow.                                      (More photos on Facebook) 

11th hour ~ 11th day ~ 11th month 

Mrs Beesly led our Remembrance Assembly, with the 

theme of ‘Remembrance across the world’. Mrs Davey 

read a German war poem and Mr Howard played the 

last post. The school observed a powerful two minute 

silence. Elise & Poppy (yr7) and Cameron, Flo and 

Caitlin (yr11), accompanied by Mr Walker and Mr 

Lewis, laid wreaths at both the school and town 

memorials. 



 

Access our website and follow us on Facebook to 

keep up to date with all that we are doing.  

We would also love to hear 

about all the great things 

our students are doing 

outside of school in order 

that we can celebrate their 

success with them.  

 

North Devon Schools Show Jumping  
The Championships for the North Devon Schools 

Show Jumping took place recently and the students 

turned out in force and certainly didn’t disappoint. 

It’s been a great competition over the last few 

months with a lovely group of SMCC students.  The 

team spirit and positive attitudes are a real credit to 

them. – Well done girls. 

  

 

 

 

Results were as follows:  

60cm – 5th Individual placing for Madelyn Kingdon  

70cm – SMCC Team placed 4th in the Championship  

80cm – 5th Individual placing for Keira Knapman  

SMCC Team placed 3rd in the Championship  

90cm – 5th Individual placing for Lolly Meyer and 

Madison Martin placed 3rd  

1m - 3rd Individual placing for Madison Martin  
 

In addition, having qualified at the area competition 

a little while ago, 4 members of Dulverton West 

Pony Club competed at Chard for the Regional Pony 

Club Championships for show jumping. This is the 

highest grassroots level they can compete in at this 

height and the team took 1st place, representing 

their Pony Club with pride.  

HUGE congratulations to Keira Knapman, Lolly 

Meyer and Chloe Latham for this outstanding 

achievement. 

Representing SMCC with pride. Here 

are our Yr 9/10 & 11 Netball teams who have been 

training since Easter. They look smart in their new kit 

and are looking forward to getting on the court soon. 

12 to 15 year olds invited for vaccinations 
The NHS is writing to parents and guardians of 12 to 

15 year olds, inviting them to book a COVID-19 

vaccination appointment on the National Booking 

System or by calling 119. 


