
 

House Identity 

Mrs Cathy Farenden has used her graphic design 

skills to produce some fantastic house emblems.  

The new emblems were launched this week and we 

all think they look great. We will use these house 

emblems to promote our individual ‘House 

Identities’. 

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report 

It is a real pleasure to welcome you to our newly 

launched newsletter, ‘The new Moltonian’. For 

some time it has been our intention to revive a 

more traditional newsletter and what better time to 

do this than now as we return with hope and 

enthusiasm to more normal times. 

It is great to see a return to a traditional timetable, 

increased mixing of students, clubs and activities 

being relaunched, a real sense of purpose is back.  

The term started with COVID testing for the vast 

majority of staff and students and I am pleased to 

report we didn’t have any positive test results. A 

huge thank you must go to the volunteers and staff 

who directed and supervised the tests to enable us 

to get on with business as normal. 

There have been several new initiatives launched at 

the start of this term and many are featured in this 

newsletter. Many things we learnt through our 

COVID reorganisation have also become part and 

parcel of school life. 

We are working hard with the students to rectify 

any lost time in their education as a result of the 

pandemic, with our ‘Back on Track’ initiatives. 

Academic, Pastoral and Social aspects all feature in 

the programme, with a focus on those students 

who have been affected the most. 

I would encourage you to access our website and 

follow us on facebook to keep up to date with all 

that we are doing. We would also love to hear 

about all the great things our students are doing 

outside of school in order that we can celebrate 

their success with them. 

We are looking forward to a busy vibrant 

term in the lead up to Christmas. 

Wishing you well, keep safe.  

Mr DJ Lewis, Principal 

Our Campus 

Over the summer we commissioned some drone 

footage of the school which emphasises how lucky 

we are to have such a magnificent facility at the 

heart of our community. We are also excited about 

some campus developments which we will keep 

you informed about. 

https://www.smcc.devon.sch.uk/ 
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Reading Time. 

At SMCC reading is valued so highly that we now 

have 20 minutes per day, every day, dedicated to 

reading alone.  

Extensive research shows that reading not only 

significantly improves academic outcomes but also 

has a positive impact on emotional wellbeing. These 

are just two of the reasons why we have chosen to 

embed a reading programme into our culture at 

SMCC. Separately to English lessons, students now 

attend SM*RT with peers, in their house year group 

before or after their breaktime, giving them the 

opportunity to immerse themselves in a book read 

by their teacher. Over the course of the year, 

students will read along with their teacher at least 

three out of five age-appropriate books especially 

chosen to broaden their horizons, introduce PSCHE 

topics and capture their imaginations. In addition to 

following books read by their teachers as Reading 

Mentors, students will also hear from our staff, 

governors and local community who have embraced 

SM*RT by videoing themselves reading chapters the 

books, to provide students with a varied and exciting 

reading experience.  

We are very excited about the launch of SM*RT and 

look forward to reading becoming part of daily 

conversation between all members of our school 

community. 

Mrs K Allin, Assistant Principal 

Settling back in for Middle School  

Last week we welcomed Years 9 and 10 back into 

school. Year 10 were off to a fantastic start, hitting 

the ground running with their GCSE subjects and it 

was great to feel the zest for learning around the 

classrooms on my rounds. It’s great to see the Year 

9’s back, and excited for the term ahead. They have 

enthusiastically embraced our new SM*RT 

programme and the slight change to the structure of 

the school day. They have got an important year to 

come, with choosing their options in the Winter 

term and then embarking themselves on the 

beginning of their GCSEs. I am sure that they will rise 

to the challenge! I look forward to sharing their 

successes with you in the coming weeks and 

months.  

Mrs Beesly (Director of Learning Middle School) 

Welcoming Lower School 

We have been really impressed by how well our 

Lower School students have settled back into school 

routines.  Year 7 have done a tremendous job of 

getting to know their way around the school site and 

are growing accustomed to having so many different 

teachers.  Year 8 have also had to rise to the 

challenge of orienteering themselves after a year of 

lessons being largely based in one classroom.   

We are so proud to see just how many Lower School 

students have already gained achievement points.  

The pastoral team  are looking forward to getting to 

better know these students over the coming weeks 

and supporting them with achieving their very best.   

The process of choosing school council 

representatives begins this term.  The arrangements 

for this have changed slightly and we're all very 

excited - details will be coming your way very soon! 

These are important roles as they allow us to hear 

the students' thoughts and ideas; their input is 

incredibly important to us. 

Mrs Watkins (Director of Learning Lower School) 

Open Evening 2021 

On the 16th September we threw open our doors for 

our prospective new intake for 2022. The children 

were given a set of ‘Treasure Hunt’ clues to lead 

them and their families around the school and win a 

prize. It was fantastic to see the school come alive 

and display a touch of the normality that has been 

missing. 

‘Our daughter had been nervous leading up to the visit, 

along with the thought of secondary school in general, but 

the enthusiasm of everyone we met was infectious.’  

‘We were so impressed with how enthusiastic and engaging 

the teachers were about their subjects. The pupils who we 

met along the way were so polite and helpful too.’  

If you missed the evening and would like to have a 

tour of the school please contact us to arrange a 

mutually convenient time. 

 



 
Attendance 

With so much 

school time being 

missed over the last 

2 years due to the 

Coronavirus 

pandemic. 

We would like to take the opportunity to remind 

everyone about the importance of attendance at 

school. 

Good attendance at school is important for 

academic progress, social interaction with peers and 

the opportunity to participate in clubs and try new 

activities. At SMCC we have a clear expectation that 

students should aim for 100% attendance every 

year. 

Academic studies have shown a direct link between 

attendance and progress towards GCSE grades. 19 

days of school missed per year (attendance of 90%) 

equals one GCSE grade dropped on average. 

We view attendance above 99% as excellent; above 

97% as good; and above 95% as satisfactory, 

meeting our minimum expectations. Attendance 

below 95% is concerning; below 92% considered 

poor; and should attendance fall to 90% or below, a 

student is considered a ‘persistent absentee’ (PA). 

Should your child’s attendance fall to 92% or below 

we will invite you in to discuss the reasons and 

provide support if necessary to overcome any 

barriers to attendance. 

There are a few ways in which you can help support 

your child’s attendance: 

· If an illness is genuine then contact the school 

asap. 

· If you discover your child is worried about anything 

at school, contact your child’s tutor. 

· Only take family holidays during a school break. 

Ready  

Resilient 

Respectful 

 

This year we are working with our students 

promoting our school values; Ready, Resilient, 

Respectful. We expect students to be ready to learn 

in every lesson by arriving on time, to be calm and 

engage fully in classroom tasks, and to work as hard 

as they can at all times. We are building student 

resilience by encouraging them to have a growth 

mindset, being open minded, responding positively 

to feedback and having high expectations of 

themselves. Finally, we expect all pupils to be 

respectful to everyone in our community, allowing 

learning to progress without interruption and good 

manners to be at the fore. We aim to drive 

standards up and improve learning for all at SMCC. 

This is an exciting time for our school and we are 

really looking forward to the year ahead and getting 

the best out of everyone in the SMCC community.  

Mrs R Williams, Assistant Principal  

 Student of The Week Sept 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aysha has been selected as the first Principal’s 

Student of the Week for this school year. This has 

been awarded to Aysha for the quick thinking and 

kindness she demonstrated whilst on holiday this 

summer.  

Aysha went to the aid of an elderly lady whose dog 

was in difficulty. She bravely rescued the dog and 

reunited him with his very relieved owner. Aysha 

showed great courage and tenacity, with little 

hesitation and we are very proud of her attitude. 

Well done Aysha! 

Parent Governor  

Elections 2021 

There are vacancies for parent 

governors on our school’s 

Governing Body. 

If you are interested, or simply want to find out 

more, please contact the school and ask to speak to 

Mrs Ruth Williams, PA to The Principal. She will be 

able to supply you with further information.  

 



 

The new Moltonian          
reporting success 

You may be wondering 

where the name of our 

newsletter came from. 

We recently found an 

original ‘The Moltonian’ 

from 1952 in school.  

 The articles in this magazine portray a very different 

school life and advertisements from so many 

businesses in South Molton  make a very amusing 

read. 

We hope ‘The new Moltonian’ will be available for 

others to read in 70 years’ time too! 

House Competitions 

We are very excited to be hosting some of our first 

house assemblies this week within our new House 

structure. Mrs Finney has been working hard to put 

a calendar of House competitions together for the 

year, the first of which we will see taking place 

before October half term. These include some 

competitions that Mrs Davey will be leading linked 

to the European Day of Languages on 27th 

September and the Literary Quiz led by Mrs 

Sauerzapf during week beginning 18th October. We 

hope you will join us in encouraging your children to 

get involved in these events! 

Our Behaviour Policy 

Following extensive consultation with staff, students, 

parents and governors in February 2020, we were 

due to launch our new behaviour policy in the Spring 

of 2020 when COVID ‘hit’. With the events and 

changes that followed, we did not feel it was 

appropriate to proceed at that time. Since our return 

this September, we have now adopted our new policy 

and the systems within it. This has been discussed 

with all year groups in assemblies with a focus on 

making it ‘easy to succeed’. We will now be following 

a system of Advise, Caution, Remove, whereby 

students will be given some ‘time out’ to reset their 

approach should they need three warnings about 

their behaviour within a lesson, registration, break, 

lunch etc. Students will then be expected to ‘catch 

up’ on missed work or learning time. These ‘catch 

ups’ may be with subject department teams of staff 

or in the Reset Room with our Pastoral Leaders. We 

want to celebrate our students that continue to work 

hard, display our school values of Ready, Resilient, 

Respectful, and give them every opportunity to 

flourish. For these students, there will be an exciting 

programme of rewards, incentives and opportunities 

as the year progresses. Further information can be 

found in our Behaviour Policy. Ctrl & Click to follow the link 

Mrs E Hearn, Vice Principal 

Artwork of the week Sept 2021 

This week, our artwork of 

the week goes to Kerry in 

Year 9, who completed this 

during the first week back at 

school. 

Kerry made this beautiful 

painting of Vermeer's "Girl 

with a Pearl Earring" as well 

as completing some written 

research about the work . 

The standard of Kerry's 

work is really impressive as 

is her fantastic approach to 

art lessons. 

Welcome to our new staff 
As our student numbers grow we are able to employ 

additional staff to work with your children: 

Miss Overton, Teacher of English 

Mrs Finney, Teacher of PE & PSCHE lead 

Mr Harriott, Caretaker 

Mr Prentice, HLTA  (Behaviour) 

Mrs Metcalf, Cover Supervisor 

Mrs White, Lower School Pastoral Leader 

Mrs Crossey, Middle School Pastoral Leader 

Mrs Williams, Assistant Principal 

https://southmolton.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/key_information/SMCC-Behaviour-Policy-2021-FINAL.pdf?t=1631689885
https://southmolton.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/key_information/SMCC-Behaviour-Policy-2021-FINAL.pdf?t=1631689885

